
 

1. Background 
Child Sexual  exploitation (CSE) 

is a form of abuse that can 

happen to any child irrespective 

of social background. 

This is an issue of abuse not a 

lifestyle choice. Children who 

are sexually exploited are the 

victims 

Male victims are  very under-

reported.  

7. Action 
Recognise the warning signs of 

CSE. Use the screening tool and 

consult if you have concerns. 

 Make a referral to the MASH 

team on 0151 606 2008. 

Complete a CSE 1 form. 

Document all activity.  

Further info: 

www.listentomystory.co.uk 

5. Vulnerability 
Factors that will make a child 

more vulnerable include; Missing 

from home; disengaged from 

education; feeling alienated 

from family; lack of 

friends/peers; mental health 

issues; criminality. 

Victims will often become 

secretive and estranged from 

family and friends. 

6. Local issues 
Cases referred locally go to the 

MASCE for review.  

Most recent statistics show; 81% 

of referrals are for girls; the 

majority of cases include an 

aspect of internet use.  

Children who go missing are 

particularly vulnerable. 

4. Categories of CSE 

CSE can take various forms 

including: Online grooming;  Gang 

exploitation; Boyfriend/girlfriend 

model; Party model; Street 

model; Peer Model  

CSE offences always include an 

element of grooming – 

manipulating a child in order to 

exploit them. 

2. What is it?   

 CSE often involves a child 

receiving  ‘something’ e.g. gifts, 

money, alcohol, drugs, cigarettes 

etc. for performing sexual 

activities.  Many young people 

will not see themselves as 

victims as they are led to believe 

they are making their own 

choices, but they aren’t. 

3. Why it matters? 
Children who become exploited 

in this type of abuse face huge 

risks to their physical, 

psychological and emotional 

health.  

Victims require long term 

intensive support. 

The perpetrators are criminals 

and must be pursued through     

the courts 
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